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distance of time, and after the experience of many
succeeding Reform Bills, it seems surprising to most
of us that the Conservative Party did not better
understand the real strength of the movement which
they were striving to resist. It seems hard to compre-
hend how they could have looked at the condition
of things which prevailed just before the Reform Bill
was introduced, the parliamentary representation of
empty spaces, the right of the landowner and the
close corporation to nominate anybody to the House
of Commons whom the landlord or the close corpora-
tion thought fit to honour with patronage, the close
boroughs, the rotten boroughs, the open and un-
abashed system of bribery and corruption, the seats
bought and sold like goods at an auction ; it seems
hard to comprehend how any intelligent Conservative
could have looked at things as they were and not
have seen for himself that such things could not
possibly last. There were intelligent Conservatives
in those days, as in all days. "The Conservative
Party had men of intellect, men even of genius,
among their leading members. They had Peel, they
had Lyndhurst, they had many other men who might
have been capable of guiding a party aright at such
a crisis ; they had before them the example of the
United States, \vhere the Colonies achieved their
independence after a tremendous struggle, rather than
endure a system of government without adequate
representation ; they had seen the historic monarchy
of France overturned, because the people would no
longer submit to be governed by the will of the
Sovereign; they had only just seen how another